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What do we know about 
family child care providers? 
• What portion of the ECE workforce do they represent? 

• What are their qualifications and professional development 

experiences? 

• What is their experience caring for children? 

• What are the ages of children they care for and for how many 

hours? 

• What are the features of their care that predict quality? 
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Background 

• The National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) is a set 
of four nationally representative surveys conducted in 2012: 
– Household survey 

– Center-based provider survey 

– Center-based workforce provider survey 

– Home-based provider survey 

• The NSECE’s innovative approach to identifying home-based child 
care providers offers an unprecedented opportunity to explore 
findings related to both formal and informal home-based child 
care 
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Types of Home-Based Providers 

• Listed Providers 
– drawn from state or national lists of early care and education services such 

as licensed, regulated, license-exempt, or registered providers 

– Majority are paid 

• Unlisted Paid Providers 
– Identified in the household screener if a respondent reported regularly 

caring for children in their own home for at least five hours per week 

– Receives a payment (including a subsidy) for at least one child in care 

• Unlisted Unpaid Providers 
– unlisted providers who do not receive payment 
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100 ECE Providers… 

• 57 are home-based, 
unpaid and unlisted 

• 3 are home-based, paid 
and on a formal list 

• 19 are home-based, 
paid, but not on a 
formal list 

• 21 work in centers 
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The ECE Workforce 

• 1 million center-based staff in 130,000 centers 

• 1.035 million family child care providers.  

7 



Section Header 
Educational Qualifications and 
Professional Development 



The majority of all providers do not 

have a degree beyond high school 

Source: National Survey of Early 
Care and Education Project Team 
(2016). Characteristics of Home-
Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from 
the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education (NSECE). OPRE 
Report #2016-13, Washington 
DC: Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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Three quarters of listed providers participated in a 
workshop in the past year 

Home-based providers1 participation in recent 

professional development 

  Listed Unlisted Paid 

Any Workshop 75.2% 22.8% 

Single Workshop 67.0% 57.2% 

Workshop Series 32.8% 42.8% 

College Course-Taking 29.9% 11.7% 

Coaching 34.4% 12.3% 

1Listed and unlisted paid providers who had a prior relationship with at least one child were not asked this question and are 
excluded from analysis.   
Source: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and 
Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, 
Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. 
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About one fifth of unlisted paid providers 
participated in a workshop in the past year 

Home-based providers1 participation in recent 

professional development 

  Listed Unlisted Paid 

Any Workshop 75.2% 22.8% 

Single Workshop 67.0% 57.2% 

Workshop Series 32.8% 42.8% 

College Course-Taking 29.9% 11.7% 

Coaching 34.4% 12.3% 

1Listed and unlisted paid providers who had a prior relationship with at least one child were not asked this question and are 
excluded from analysis.   
Source: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and 
Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, 
Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. 
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Section Header 
Experience and Relationships with 
Children in Care 



The majority of listed providers serve at least 

one child with no prior personal relationship 

• 91% of listed providers serve at least one child with whom 
they have no prior relationship 

• Just over one-third (35%) of unlisted paid providers serve at 
least one child with whom they have no prior relationship 

Source: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and 
Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, 
Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
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Over 60% of listed providers have more than 10 

years of experience caring for children other than 

their own 

Source: National Survey of Early 
Care and Education Project Team 
(2016). Characteristics of Home-
Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from 
the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education (NSECE). OPRE 
Report #2016-13, Washington 
DC: Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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Over 40% of unlisted paid providers have less than 

five years of experience caring for children other 

than their own 

Source: National Survey of Early 
Care and Education Project Team 
(2016). Characteristics of Home-
Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from 
the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education (NSECE). OPRE 
Report #2016-13, Washington 
DC: Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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Over 40% of listed providers expect to care for 

children other than their own for 10 or more years 

Source: National Survey of Early 
Care and Education Project Team 
(2016). Characteristics of Home-
Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from 
the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education (NSECE). OPRE 
Report #2016-13, Washington 
DC: Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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Section Header Hours in Care 



83% of listed providers care for children 

more than 40 hours per week compared 

to 36% of unlisted paid providers. 
Source: National Survey of Early 
Care and Education Project Team 
(2016). Characteristics of Home-
Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from 
the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education (NSECE). OPRE 
Report #2016-13, Washington 
DC: Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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Nearly two-thirds of listed providers allow 

parents to change their schedule each week 

• 65% of listed providers report allowing parents to vary their 
children’s care schedules on a week-to-week basis 

• Unlisted providers who had a prior relationship with at least one 
child were not asked about varying schedules from week to 
week 

Source:  Child Trends’ analysis of the NSECE Home-Based Provider Survey. 
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Fewer than one-third of providers offer 

evening, overnight, or weekend hours 

• 23% of listed providers offer non-standard care hours including 
evening, overnight, and weekend hours 

• 31% of unlisted paid providers offer non-standard hours 

• Of those providers who offer non-standard hours: 
• Listed providers offer an average of 18.6 hours each week 
• Unlisted paid providers offer an average of 18.4 hours 

Source:  Child Trends’ analysis of the NSECE Home-Based Provider Survey. 
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Section Header Other Predictors of Quality 



About half of listed providers report  

caring for children is their 

personal calling or career 

Primary reason that home-based providers look after children 
  Listed Unlisted Paid 

It is my personal calling or career 47.4% 17.8% 

It is a step toward a related career 0.9!% † 

To earn money 8.2% 12.4% 

To have a job that lets me work from home 4.6% 7.5!% 

To help children 9.4% 14.9% 

To help children's parents 7.9% 44.5% 
To have a job that lets me care for my own 

children 
2.4% - 

To own my own business † † 

Other 13.1% † 

Don’t Know/Refused/Missing 5.6% † 
Source: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 22 



About half of unlisted paid providers report 

caring for children to help parents 

Primary reason that home-based providers look after children 
  Listed Unlisted Paid 

It is my personal calling or career 47.4% 17.8% 

It is a step toward a related career 0.9!% † 

To earn money 8.2% 12.4% 

To have a job that lets me work from home 4.6% 7.5!% 

To help children 9.4% 14.9% 

To help children's parents 7.9% 44.5% 
To have a job that lets me care for my own 

children 
2.4% - 

To own my own business † † 

Other 13.1% † 

Don’t Know/Refused/Missing 5.6% † 
Source: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education 
Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 23 



About half of listed providers 

use a curriculum 

  Listed 
Unlisted 

Paid 

Uses a curriculum1,2 54.9% 28.0% 

Has a paid assistant2 39.0% 11.5% 

1The tabulation excludes non-responses to the question. 
2Listed and unlisted paid providers who had a prior relationship with at least one child were not asked this question. 
 

Sources: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2015). Measuring Predictors of Quality in Early Care and 
Education Settings in the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2015-93, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
 

National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: 
Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Less than half of listed providers 

have a paid assistant 

  Listed 
Unlisted 

Paid 

Uses a curriculum1,2 54.9% 28.0% 

Has a paid assistant2 39.0% 11.5% 

1The tabulation excludes non-responses to the question. 
2Listed and unlisted paid providers who had a prior relationship with at least one child were not asked this question. 
 

Sources: National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2015). Measuring Predictors of Quality in Early Care and 
Education Settings in the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2015-93, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
 

National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: 
Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report #2016-13, Washington DC: Office of 
Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

25 



Summary and Next Steps 

• Findings highlight the diversity of family child 
care providers and the importance of 
individualizing supports based on their unique 
needs. 

• The data offer an opportunity for starting with 
the strengths of family child care providers. 

• New work is underway to identify more effective 
strategies for measuring quality in home-based 
care that takes into account its unique features. 
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